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	BMA CHARITIES - APPLICATIONS FOR 2025/2026


It is essential that you read these notes before going any further with your application.  The application forms are for you only.  Please do not copy them to other students.

We need the information and documents we ask for in order to process your application fairly within the scope of our charitable objects.  Every year some applications are refused because applicants have not complied with the application requirements.  

There are two forms; an application form and a financial declaration form.  You need to give yourself time to complete the forms and obtain the statement from the Student Loan Company.  The closing date for submission of your completed form with supporting documents is 31 January and this will not be extended under any circumstances.  Please return your forms and your supporting document(s) in one email to MET.applications@bmacharities.org.uk as early as possible.

Completing the forms

1. Answer every question even it if does not apply to you, giving as much information as possible within the space provided.  If you do not complete all of the sections of the form in full your application will be rejected.

2. In section 1, remember to include your family name in the box provided.  

3. Please ensure you give both your home and term-time addresses and telephone numbers, including your mobile number.

4. In section 2, if asked you must be able to demonstrate that you have already completed a degree course or equivalent qualification.  Do not send your degree certificate.

5. Please remember to include the year in which you expect to graduate from Medical School.

6. Section 3 is for you to put your situation across to the Trustees.  They will already know that you are not entitled to a tuition fee loan because you are taking medicine as a second degree, so there is no need to enlarge on that matter.  Please outline what action you have already taken to improve your financial position.

7. In section 4, please ensure that you have given your referee’s full postal address and email address and check that they are happy and available to give a reference for you.  The email address must be either an “ac.uk”, an “nhs.net”, an “nhs.scot” or an “nhs.uk” address.  Choose your referee very carefully and ask them if they are prepared to do this for you.   Their comments are highly valued by the Trustees who will expect to see a comprehensive personal and academic reference.  We will be contacting referees throughout the period November to February, so they must be available at that time. If your initial reference is not detailed enough, we may ask you to provide details of another referee. 

8. On the Finance Declaration form the Trustees expect you to know what your income and expenditure will be for the forthcoming academic year.  You must show all of your assets and income including those of a spouse, civil partner or partner you are living with even if you believe that your finances are separate.

9. The Trustees expect you to be accessing all of the assistance that the state makes available to you in the form of loans from the Student Loan Company (SLC) or other state agency.

10. If you received a grant from BMA Charities in the current academic year, you must show that in the Finance Declaration.

11. Although you cannot include mortgages when calculating your total debt for the purposes of applying to the Fund, the Trustees still require information regarding mortgages on the application form.


Providing Proof of your Debts

1. Your debts (together with those of your spouse or partner if they live with you), excluding mortgages, must exceed £25,000 at the point when you apply. You must provide proof of all of these debts.  This must consist of copies of recent documents which show clearly that the document relates to you and the amount owed by you at the point you apply.  

2. It is essential that you provide a statement showing how much you owe the Student Loan Company.  You must ask the SLC for this and it may take well over a week for them to send it to you so do not delay contacting them.  The SLC provides ad hoc statements on request.  It may be possible for the SLC to generate a letter showing your debt balance which you can download from your online account.  The evidence you provide must show a date after 1st November.  Please note that screengrabs and old statements are not acceptable proof of this debt; for clarity, the document you submit must have been obtained specifically to support your application.

3. The proof of any bank loans must show the total actually outstanding at the time when you apply.  Your name must be contained within the evidence, not typed on afterwards.  The offer of a loan that you may draw on in the future is not a debt.  

4. You should only provide proof of the state of your bank account at the point when you apply if you have an overdraft.  The evidence must have your name contained within in, not typed on afterwards.

5. For other debts, please provide whatever evidence you have to support your figures.

Submitting your application

1. Applications which do not conform to these instructions will not be considered by the Trustees.   BMA Charities is unable to inform students if they have submitted inaccurate or incomplete applications.

2. Your completed forms and proof of debt must be submitted by email to MET.applications@bmacharities.org.uk  It will not be possible to change your forms or send in additional documents after you have submitted your application.  

3. You will be sent a receipt when your application has been received.

4. BMA Charities office staff are not responsible for resolving any IT problems you encounter when completing and submitting the forms.  Complete the forms in the format in which they were downloaded; the Application Form must be submitted as a Word document and the Finance Declaration as an Excel document.  Do not copy, scan or attempt to remove any of the formatting or instructions contained in them.

5. By completing the forms you are declaring that the contents are accurate and honest under the terms of paragraph 77 of the GMC’s Good Medical Practice.  The Trustees will be asking a number of randomly selected applicants to provide additional documentary evidence to support any or all of the statements and/or financial information provided in their applications.

6. You must scan the documents providing proof of your debts and email them at the same time as your completed forms.



DO NOT send in:

· Copy bank statements unless you want the Trustees to take into account an overdraft
· Your bank loan agreement
· Your tenancy agreement
· Statements showing your level of savings
· Payslips
· References – We will request this directly from your referee.
· CVs
· Additional sheets; the Trustees will see only your application form and proof of debt.  
· Degree certificates
 
You will not help your application or impress the Trustees if you send in documents which have not been requested.

Final decisions are not made on applications until late June.  Please do not contact BMA Charities regarding the outcome of your application until after this time.

We do not provide feedback on individual applications and there is no appeals process.



BMA Charities is two charities, the BMA Charities Trust Fund and the Dain Fund
(registered charity numbers 219102 and 313108),
which work independently of the British Medical Association.





Page 2 of 2
image1.emf
BMA

| Charities










image2.jpeg




